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Our Mission & Vision

We exist to support the City of Pittsburgh's 
economic development goals, which are 
designed to create a city of inclusive opportunity 
for residents, stakeholders, and communities. 



Avenues of Hope Initiative

Place-based, people-first 
approach that intervenes 
across all layers of 
successful, healthy, and 
sustainable main street 
development.

A holistic model for rebuilding Pittsburgh’s Black main streets



Business District Strategic Plan

The URA hired evolveEA to 
complete a Business District 
Strategic Plan that could help 
guide how future funding could 
support the inclusive growth of 
neighborhoods. 
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What’s Next?
Share the completed study with greater community

Community organizations, business and property owners and other stakeholders review the 
study and work to implement, modify, or discard proposed projects

Research the resources that are linked within the study for all applicable projects (broken 
down by project code, P.1, P.2, etc.), and continue to build the resources list as able 

Use the Business District Strategic Plan and partnerships with relevant stakeholders as 
leverage when applying to and/or requesting funding 

Take advantage of URA resources and relationships, especially Avenues of Hope specific 
funding and assistance opportunities 

Utilize the study as a living document that can be integrated into neighborhood plans and 
goals



Helpful Information
• Complete Business District Strategic Plan for Perrysville Avenue can be 

found here.

• More information on the Avenues of Hope Initiative can be found on the 
URA’s webpage, here.

• URA resources including products and services can be found here. 

• Talia O’Brien, Neighborhood Business District Program Analyst 
tobrien@ura.org 

• Josette Fitzgibbons, Manager of Neighborhood Business District 
Programs jfitzgibbons@ura.org 

• Aster Teclay, Manager of Community Development and Strategy 
ateclay@ura.org 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:9491217c-7742-3cef-b6d8-4541c7cb164b
https://www.ura.org/pages/avenues-of-hope
https://www.ura.org/pages/financial-assistance-resources
mailto:tobrien@ura.org
mailto:jfitzgibbons@ura.org
mailto:ateclay@ura.org


Avenues of Hope 
Programs



Avenues of Hope American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
Grant Program
An Avenues of Hope Program

• Grant funding up to $200,000

• Businesses and/or property owners must be located 
in one of the 7 AoH commercial corridors

• Applications open February 1st, 2023, and will be 
considered on a quarterly basis. The upcoming 
deadline is June 30, 2023.

The AoH ARPA Grant Program provides funding for place-based 
initiatives in the seven Avenues of Hope corridors that:

• Spur the revitalization of commercial corridors that were impacted by the 
pandemic; 

• Improve vacant and/or abandoned commercial spaces 
• Improve public infrastructure and public spaces 
• Support recovery from COVID-19 pandemic hardships; 
• Invest in AOH neighborhoods to improve health outcomes through the 

creation and/or improvement of parks and open spaces near or within the 
commercial corridor.

Eligible applicants include AOH-based non-profits, community 
development corporations (CDCs), business district organizations, 
small businesses, and individuals such as business owners, property 
owners, and partnering private entities. *Community Advisory Committees!!!*



Storefront Façade Grant Program
An Avenues of Hope Program

• Grant funding up to $12,000 for commercial building 
and business owners to improve their building 
façades

• Can be used for rehabilitation/restoration of a 
commercial building façade; Up to 50% of the grant 
funds can be used for ADA accessibility 
improvements

• Grantees will need to show evidence of a 10% 
investment in the project

• Businesses and/or property owners must be located 
in one of the 7 AoH commercial corridors

• Applications are considered on a quarterly basis. The 
upcoming deadline is October 31, 2022.



Small Contractor Line of Credit Program
An Avenues of Hope Program

• Supports operating construction, architectural, and 
engineering companies taking on projects in an 
Avenues of Hope neighborhood that require access to 
working capital

• Line of credit financing of up to 90% of submitted and 
approved invoices of $25,000 – $100,000

• $350 application fee paid annually for each renewal 
and a 2% administrative fee paid once upon closing

• Interest rate: 4% for the loan term, which can be 
renewed annually

• Funds can be used for site acquisition/prep, building 
costs, construction, and real estate development soft 
costs



Commercial Real Estate Program
An Avenues of Hope Program

• Provides capital to local and minority small 
businesses and developers in support of Avenues of 
Hope projects

• Financing between $50,000 - $200,000 over a 
long-term period at 1% interest

• No payments are due for 20 years, and there is no 
prepayment penalty. 

• Funds can be used for site acquisition and prep, 
building costs and construction, and soft costs 
associated with real estate development.

• Improves potential project cash flow and increases 
the long-term economic viability of projects



Technical Assistance

• We work with a large network of technical assistance 
providers and partners

• Can provide you technical assistance for help with:
 

• Capital stack

• Fundraising 

• Business plans

• Cash flow analysis 

• Architectural and engineering support

• Navigating permits and licenses 

• And more!



URA Programs 



Neighborhood Business District Programs

Neighborhood Initiatives Fund (NIF) 
• Assists nonprofit and community-based organizations with 

non-housing related neighborhood-scale projects within 
commercial corridors. 

• Includes:
• Efforts that encourage investment through vacant property 

reclamation and stewardship 
• Historic preservation
• Brownfield redevelopment 
• Public infrastructure improvements
• Substantial anchor building improvements
• Other eligible efforts

• Nonprofit organizations with for-profit development partners are 
also eligible to apply  

• Note: The applicant MUST be a nonprofit. Private businesses or 
developers must partner with a nonprofit to be eligible

• The applicant MUST have site control of the project property
• Residential improvements ARE NOT eligible

2022 NIF Round

• Application window closed: 
May 10

• Funding available: $450,000
• 41 applications received
• Up to 10 awards granted
• Two funding tiers

• Up to $30,000 – no 
match required

• $30,001 to $100,000 – 
2:1, or 1/3 match 
required

• Find guidelines, application, 
info session registration here

Contact: Jamie Piotrowski, 
jpiotrowski@ura.org

https://www.ura.org/pages/neighborhood-initiatives-fund


Minority Business Recovery & Growth Loan Fund
Access to capital for businesses recovering from COVID-19 or growing 

• Financing up to $100,000 in low-interest loans for 
existing minority-owned businesses in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

• Interest rate/loan term: 0% for the first three months, 
2% interest for the balance of loan term; 10-year term

• Funds can be used for various costs related to 
business recovery/growth, such hiring and payroll, 
inventory, e-commerce, sales/marketing, rent, 
utilities, insurance, and other approved fixed costs 
related to business recovery or growth

• Pictured: Jamal Etienne-Harrigan, owner of Uncle 
Jammy's Sauces and Rubs, used a MBRGLF loan to 
fulfill a wholesale order for GetGo and reach a wider 
audience



Pittsburgh Business Fund

• Financing up to $500,000 for small and 
medium-sized businesses 

• Interest rate/loan term: 5.5% interest; 5-15 year term 
depending on uses

• Funds can be used for working capital, leasehold 
improvements, inventory and equipment, and real 
estate costs such as property acquisition, 
construction and rehabilitation

• Pictured: Architectural rending of the renovation of 
the former James Street Gastropub and Speakeasy 
in East Allegheny. The owner is using a $500,000 
PBF loan to create a restaurant, office space and  
apartment, and to bring jazz music back to James 
Street.



Catapult: Startup to Storefront Program
Ensuring entrepreneurship is attainable for all

• 12-month retail business incubation program for 
minority entrepreneurs who want to start and/or grow 
a retail business 

• Run by Catapult Greater Pittsburgh, in partnership 
with Paramount Pursuits, and supported by the URA, 
City of Pittsburgh and PNC Foundation 

• Provides educational seminars, one-on-one 
mentoring, technical assistance, and networking 
opportunities 

• There is also a Culinary cohort to support the growth 
of minority food-based entrepreneurs

• Pictured: LaShesia Holiday, owner of Naptural Beauty 
Supply, working with Trish Digliodo of Paramount 
Pursuits



Housing Opportunity Fund
Supporting the development and preservation of affordable and accessible housing

CURRENT WORK

HOF programs keep Pittsburgh 
affordable:

• Creating new affordable units and/or 
new construction

• Rehabbing and/or preserving 
affordable units

• Helping out renters, homebuyers, 
and homeowners 



Invest PGH Programs 



Invest PGH

• New nonprofit Community Development 
Financial Institution (CDFI) 

• Initiates small business investment for the 
greater good and preserves housing 
affordability in Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods

• Main focuses:
o Micro business lending
o Preservation of affordable housing

o Recently launched pilot program to 
sustain/stimulate growth of new/existing 
childcare businesses



Micro-Enterprise Loan Program

• Offers financing for startup and small businesses that 
need capital to launch or grow a business

• Provides loans of up to $30,000 or 90% of total project 
costs  

• Interest rate/loan term: 3% (fixed); 3-7 year term 
based on use of funds

• Funds can be used for working capital, equipment, 
inventory, and leasehold improvements

• Pictured: Micro-Loan recipient and Owner of Floriated 
Interpretation, Elaine Price (middle), with her staff. 
Floriated Interpretation is a greenhouse and 
landscaping company in Hazelwood.



Accelerating Business Expansion Loan Program

• Designed to stimulate the growth of new and 
existing businesses in the City of Pittsburgh

• Loan financing up to $150,000

• Interest rate/loan term: 4% (fixed); 5-20 year term, 
based on use of funds

• Funds can be used for real estate purchase, 
pre-development, development or construction, 
furniture, fixtures, equipment, inventory, machinery, 
and working capital.



Childcare Reinvestment Business Fund

• Forgivable loan pilot program designed to sustain and 
stimulate the growth of new and existing childcare 
businesses in the City of Pittsburgh

• Offers financing up to $20,000 or 90% of project cost, 
plus, free admission to the Chatham University Business 
Education for the Child Care Industry course

• Funds can be used for working capital, payroll, enroll 
scholarships, equipment, software, supplies, leasehold 
improvements, and staff education 

• Within three years, borrowers can request to have the 
loan 100% forgiven

• Technical assistance available for application assistance, 
credit counseling, and continuing education for childcare 
business owners/directors



Stay Connected!
Sign up, or update your 
preferences, to receive email 
alerts from the URA at ura.org

Visit our News webpage at ura.org/news 

Follow and engage with us on 
social media

@urapgh


